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At the beginning of the Conference, we, members of the European Parliament committed ourselves to deeply engage in it and deliver on its outcome. Now we simply need a good plan to transform its conclusions into a real change. I have two major takeaways from this unprecedented public dialogue, which might be useful.

First, on the value of the process itself, let me say that the more citizens were engaging also emotionally, the more ambitious, courageous and future-oriented were the ideas about the future of Europe. One can also say that the long awaited European demos has been born and it must not be lost. I think participatory democracy worked.

And my second takeaway is that during this conference, citizens have called for ‘more’ Europe. I read it as a demonstration of the trust and faith in us, as an expectation that the Union that was brought closer to them, thanks to the conference, will remain close and caring. The Conference, through well-structured, thoughtful conclusions, prepared a core of reform packages. And European institutions, Parliament, I hope the Commission, also the Council will work now on their implementation. We could see during the last plenary the commitment of all institutions in this regard.

The Conference, through the way it worked and the conclusions it provided, paved the way towards European Convention in the meaning of Article 48. And that implies that we need to take the conclusions and start working on potential treaty change content and do what is our right and duty within Article 48. So, I trust we learned from this conference how to build the future of Europe in the most participatory way possible.

Now, we need a good plan to transform the conclusions into a real change.

I have two major takeaways from that unprecedented public dialogue with European citizens on the future of Europe that will help with the follow up task.

[bookmark: _GoBack]On the value of the process itself, let me say that the more citizens were engaging, the more ambitious, courageous and future oriented were their ideas about the future of Europe. I think the participatory democracy worked. One can say that a long awaited European demos has been born and it must not be lost. That is why I believe that through proposed citizens’ assemblies the European representative democracy can generously benefit from the participative one.

My second takeaway is that throughout this Conference citizens have always called for more Europe, never less. I read it as a demonstration of their trust and faith in us, as an expectation that the Union that was brought closer to them, thanks to the Conference, will remain close and caring.

The Conference, through well structured, thoughtful conclusions prepared a core of reform package. I hope that European institutions, Parliament, Commission, also the Council will work now on their implementation. We could see during last plenary the commitment of all institutions in this regard.

The Conference, through the way it worked and the conclusions it provided, paved the way toward European Convention in the meaning of the article 48 TEU. That implies that we need to take the conclusions and start working on potential treaty change content. And do what is our right and duty within the Article 48 of the TEU.

I trust we learnt from this Conference how to build the future of Europe in the most participatory way possible. We have an opportunity to make the treaty change taboo go away. When a change to our treaties is needed, they should be changed. We all remember national politicians repeating tirelessly that citizens do not want treaty change, this buzzword must be replaced by a rational observation that if a treaty change is needed it must be done.

We need to call for a Convention. For so many years, national leaders told us that citizens do not want treaty change. That taboo is gone now. It has been 15 years since the Treaty of Lisbon and the world has changed dramatically since then. The EU, as a process of change, should adapt itself now to better face the challenges of the future.

Finally, we bear the responsibility to keep directly engaging with citizens. There are plans to keep the digital platform running as a forum of exchange between citizens and the EU but it is not enough. Maybe, it might require adjustment toward perfection
We need a permanent mechanism, either in the form of periodical Citizens Assemblies as suggested in the recommendation no 36 or in the form of European Citizens Agora that has been proposed and endorsed by the AFCO in June 2021.

It is high time to make the EU representative democracy benefit generously from citizens based participatory democracy. We need convention. It is for citizens and the future of Europe.
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