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Thank you Madam Commissioner.  

 

Let me start by saying that this tragic insane war awoke the world. Awoke Europe.  

 

Our neighbor, a big European country of more than 43 million people, a member of 

our European family, is under brutal attack on the ground of a web of lies of an 

authoritarian leader. 

 

And we Europeans know that war is never far. War is always close.  

 

And we see that when Europe is united and world democracies stand together, our 

global agency grows and we can do more.  

 

We imposed massive sanctions, and to do that we used European policies which 

have become our main geopolitical tool to respond to economic and military coercion, 

moral atrocity, and human tragedy.  

 

It is true that in Europe, we have solid foundation based on values on which we build 

our role in the world. But we always need strong political commitment and 

accountability to continue responding in a united way to the threats to peace and 

global security order, protect the rule based framework for global trade, and combat 

in an assertive way unfair trade practices.  
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We need rules and tools but we also need political will.  

 

It is true that since its inception, the European integration has always followed the 

path of openness to the world and accountability. 

 

And we must remember that our enlargement policy has been the most efficient way 

of expanding the space for and of democracy.  

 

When you look at our foreign and security policy, trade in goods and services, our 

international investment policy, our commitment to the international rules-based 

governance of the global economy, they all have allowed us to use our openness to 

create jobs and growth, to promote environmental, high labor standards, and human 

rights at home and globally and to contribute to global peace and security.  

 

Recently, in the context of the ongoing global geopolitical race between authoritarian 

regimes and democracies, we have added to our rule book the need of striking the 

right balance between dependency and openness.  

 

And I think that the future of Europe depends on our position and role in the world.  

 

I would like to express my admiration for the work of citizens and endorse the 

recommendations.  

 

I believe their implementation will largely improve our chances to achieve what the 

European integration has been built for – a peaceful and prosperous Europe. And I 

would add to that also a better world. A “Putin-less” world.  

 

We must be aware that as long as Ukraine is in danger – Europe is in danger. 


