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When Ventotene Manifesto became the program of the Movimento Federalista 

Europeo, integrated Europe was nothing but a dream. Today we have behind us 65 

years of functioning European integration. Those of us who love Europe as our home 

know the weaknesses and lacking elements of this project. Were there errors 

committed, and mistakes made? - yes, there were.  

 

But we also know the value of what has been achieved. And we know that there is 

no alternative to an integrated Europe. I see the goal of a new Manifesto in giving a 

new impulse to making Europe, both its system and its infrastructure, fit for the 

future. And we might have different interpretation and assessment of decisions made 

by our fathers and grandfathers which shaped the first 65 years of integrating 

Europe. I believe the great value of our Manifesto, crucial to its meaning is that we 

invite to the table all who would be willing to be our allies in pursuing our European 

goals, even if sometimes they have travelled different roads. We should also 

underline how much we achieved in that time interval between the two Manifestos, 

between the rise of Europe from the ashes of the war to creating a peaceful 

community of nations. 

 

When European integration had begun, Spain, Portugal and entire Central Europe 

were on the other bank of the river, with their dictatorships, non-democratic political 

systems and non-market economies. But the European door was kept open till their 

own fight for democracy made their accession possible. I think the word describing 

our fight for a better Europe is democracy. And we know that today democracy is 

under threat, both internally and outside the union. We see situation when a 
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European state invades militarily another European state on the ground of 

questioning political identity of a nation of 44 million inhabitants.  We see that Putin 

war might bring further strengthening of long-term global trends which pandemic has 

already exacerbated.  

 

Globalization had lifted many out of poverty but has had a negative impact on 

inequalities. Globalization has created interdependencies that lead to the economy 

of shortage. The way it will work may bring new risks. We see power based trade 

that ignores multilateral rules.  We see in global relations race between democracies 

and autocratic regimes. This is an existential race where standards setting plays 

fundamental roles. We see efforts to weaken international governance.  We see we 

have reached the carbon peak and must ensure that the economy of shortage will 

not distort our direction of change. We must be smart in preparing for years of the 

economy of shortage a good balance between systemic and infrastructure 

adjustments. We see efforts of Russia to create a new political order on European 

continent. It is not yet too late for designing and implementing a good strategy 

protecting our values and interests.  

 

The good news is that we also see community and cooperation building efforts, and 

not only in Europe. Yes, I am convinced that instead of focusing on criticizing the 

past we should focus on the future. Even if it sounds trivial. Now, when we attempt to 

write a new Ventotene, we should concentrate on our shared values and encourage, 

through federalist solutions, an increase of European capacity to agree on what are 

the public goods worthy of pursuing together in the EU. We have a good list of those 

in the draft.  

 

The tragic situation generated by the Russian leader means for us a chance to give 

a new meaning to what European integration is. We have two instruments to bring 

change to Europe, one is the Conference on the future of Europe, including Treaty 

change where the only limit as usual is political will. And the other is the power of 

Manifesto. The new Manifesto will be written by federalists. However, I do not think 

you have to be a federalist to sign it. This should be our mission. As federalist, we 

cannot think of Europe for federalists. It is about Europe by federalists for all.  


