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I trust that two years after the formal withdrawal of the UK from the EU we continue 

sharing values but also political and economic interests and the understanding that if 

we stand together in the international context our global agency is stronger.  

 

But, the implementation ride is indeed bumpy. Some of us – as Members of the 

European Parliament – followed the Brexit process from day one. We have lived our 

moments of disappointment in the course of implementing our agreements, that were 

jointly negotiated and agreed to the word.  

 

One of those recent disappointing moments was certainly the short Twitter video on 

the Ireland/ Northern Ireland Protocol posted by the UK Trade Secretary. It was 

actually rather close to disinformation and unnecessarily contributing to political 

tensions. We hoped this was a one-off unnecessary event.  

 

Today, however, we heard about the decision of the Northern Irish Minster for 

Agriculture to create enormous uncertainty and unpredictability for businesses and 

citizens in Northern Ireland. Again, this does not respect the international agreements 

and is unhelpful on all accounts.  

 

In our conversation today let us try to look beyond those political statements. I 

understand that there will be a Joint Committee meeting, planned for 21 February. 
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We still hope this will be the moment to reach a political agreement regarding the 

Northern Ireland Protocol. We expect as well the European Commission to have 

meetings with a broad spectrum of Northern Irish stakeholders. This is of particular 

high importance in the context of the statement by the Northern Irish Agriculture 

Minister. 

 

With regard to the Implementation of the Trade and Cooperation Agreement, let me 

take note of the fact that there is an ongoing legislative work in the UK on fair 

competition affecting Level Playing Field issues as presented in the TCA. I 

understand that the Subsidy Control Bill is currently in the House of Lords, but we 

could also see some policy papers published by the Government. That most likely 

signals the emergence of a new regime on subsidies or state aid as we say, at both 

local and national level in the UK. 

 

My understanding is that the European Commission is looking at all the potential 

changes from the point of view of how they would align with the UK’s TCA 

commitments and their potential impact on the European economy.  

 

I also assume that the UK has also an equal interest on any evolution of the EU 

acquis. This would be very much in line with the intention of regulatory divergence 

expressed by Boris Johnson’s government.  

 

As our second topic for this first meeting of the EP Delegation to the EU-UK 

Parliamentary Assembly is dedicated to citizens’ rights, allow me a few words on this 

issue.  

 

Many of us remember our first meeting dedicated to citizens’ rights back in 2017 and 

we all appreciate how much has been achieved since then. But, it is clear from the 

presentations by the European Commission, Independent Monitoring Authority, 

British for Europe and 3 Million that there is still a long list of issues to solve.  

 

We continue to hear that risk to lose residence status for some EU citizens holding 

temporary/pre-settled status remains. I also understand there continues to be 

problems with the additional cohort of citizens. There is the issue signaled by the 3 
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Million concerning the additional biometric document for family members from third 

countries. We hear that the digital nature of the registration system is an important 

source of real problems.  

 

So the big challenge for all us here is to reassure EU citizens that they would not lose 

their status due to formalities and that those citizens who have made the choice to 

live in the UK will be able to continue living in UK legally. It continues to be a 

legitimate concern, in particular for the Commission and the IMA, to work with the UK 

government to see improvement in the implementation of the process.  

 

We appreciate the work of Sir Ashley Fox and Dr. Kathryn Chamberlain running the 

IMA, engaging in serious judicial reviews and launching an important legal 

procedure.  

 

But, and let me underline strongly that while we are ardently defending the rights of 

EU citizens living in the UK, we must also ensure that solutions are found as soon as 

possible to problems of UK nationals living in the EU.  

 

Unfortunately, we hear that some citizens’ rights organizations, like “British in 

Europe”, have had to close their doors due to the lack of core funding. Such 

interlocutors, and we as MEPs had worked together with them for years, have been 

essential to identify real problems of the UK citizens on the continent, to collect their 

concerns from the ground-up, and relay problems to the Commission and to us. It will 

be a big loss.  

 

We expect from the European Commission to undertake action aiming at finding the 

best way to ensure access to data and cases. A solution could be creating a platform 

where UK citizens could raise their concerns. 

 

And last but not least, we trust that the Commission will continue to monitor actions at 

Member States level to ensure effectiveness of the ways through which individual 

Member States approach the problems encountered by the British nationals on our 

continent. 


