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I share the priorities proposed by the Portuguese Presidency in the area of trade  and 
international cooperation. The year 2021 must bring a major breakthrough regarding 
the strengthening of the rule-based multilateral trade system and WTO reform.  We 
do need a modernized WTO but we also have to continue investing in a network of 
ambitious and balanced bilateral trade agreements with key partners. We really need 
to push forward the reform of the WTO, otherwise we risk that global trade will not be 
shaped in the future according to our economic model and the value system we care 
for. 

Your programme notes, that "the consolidation of trade relations with the United 
States, [...] will also be a priority". We need to use the window of opportunity that 
comes with the political change in the US . There is a chance to rebuild transatlantic 
bonds that grow from shared values. I think here both about bilateral relations where 
a lot must be done to normalize them and depart from instruments used over the last 
four years. The list of persistent irritants has remained for far too long and they work 
against our interests as partners. We also need to pursue these relations in view of 
the changing geopolitical shifts. The United States is and will be for the foreseeable 
future our first and foremost ally. We should look at moving forward with further trade 
liberalisation efforts, whilst also working to resolve the outstanding trade issues - 
specifically on the tariffs on steel and aluminium. I strongly support the ongoing 
efforts to find a solution to the Airbus/Boeing cases, which will provide much needed 
impetus to a positive transatlantic trade agenda.  

But we also have to spare no effort to consolidate our global interests and 
approaches.  

It is also good to see in the Presidency's  program the point on the implementation of 
the trade defense instruments and the development of complementary instruments 
such as the Enforcement Regulation and the new International Procurement 
Instrument. The proper and full implementation of trade agreements has become a 
priority recently and I welcome efforts by the Presidency to focus on complementing 



the tools in the EU's trade enforcement toolbox in the context of open strategic 
autonomy.  

The Presidency has not included in the program the negotiations on the 
modernization of the Energy Charter Treaty.  We need to progress with 
modernization efforts. I would appreciate receiving the information on your plan to 
solve remaining outstanding issues.  

 


