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Madam Minister,  

Many of us participating in this meeting remember the great moment of the previous 
Portuguese Presidency, which has was the signing of the Treaty of Lisbon on 13 
December, 2007. Your Presidency marked a major event in the European history.  

Now, Portugal is taking over the Presidency of the European Council for the fourth 
time. This time around, I hope that the Portuguese Presidency will mark another 
major event: the signature of the Joint Declaration and the launch of the Conference 
on the Future of Europe.  

Your Presidency comes at a particularly difficult time for Europe and for the world: the 
health crisis, which is unprecedented in the modern history of the humanity and its 
socio-economic consequences affecting all of us and requiring joint decisive and 
wide-ranging action. The EU has the vision, the programme and the financial 
instruments needed to tackle these challenges, to re-establish the confidence of its 
citizens and its credibility on the world stage. We could also see over the last months 
how detrimental internal disagreements and lack of coordination among the Members 
States can be.  

Your programme is ambitious adequately to the challenge. We appreciate your 
commitment to act toward a resilient, social, green, digital and global Europe.  Your 
Presidency is facing an extraordinary challenge, which is both difficult and essential 
for citizens, the Union and the world. This is the challenge of implementation of 
commitments and decisions made.   

You mentioned the Trade and Cooperation Agreement between the EU and the UK. 
It is true we have concluded negotiations but we are at the beginning of building 
these new relations. We all know that a lot will depend on politics in this regard. I 
hope that a cooperative approach to our future relations will dominate.  As the 
European Parliament is preparing for the consent, I would like to underline that for 
the Committee on Constitutional Affairs the Withdrawal Agreement also  matters 



strongly. I would appreciate your words of clarification regarding the likelihood of the 
extension of the provisional application of the Trade and Cooperation Agreement.  

Your Presidency will be implementing climate related tasks, an unprecedented  
program of long term recovery whilst coping with the pandemic threats. I also 
appreciate your commitment to defend and consolidate rule of law machinery, without 
which European foundation will be shattered. 

I have listened with great interest to the speech of your Prime Minister Antonio Costa 
in the European Parliament last week. After listening also to you today, my 
understanding is that there is no breakthrough regarding the decision on the 
leadership for the Conference on the Future of Europe.  

This sticking point is the least serious in substance, but at the same time it is the 
heaviest roadblock in the process so far. It should be disposed of without further ado.  

Many of us here believe that a collegial leadership could be an option with a high 
added value. I would appreciate Kate your comments on this option. 

We are already nearly two years after the elections with just three years before the 
moment when our voters will ask us what we did to engage together in restarting 
Europe. We cannot afford wasting more time due to the lack of agreement between 
European institution on the leadership of the Conference.  

 


