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Many thanks to Domenec Ruiz Devesa for having taken the responsibility to work as 

rapporteur on the right of inquiry.  

 

This saga has been going on for so long that the courage and perseverance to 

continue the fight for the EP’s right of inquiry deserves all our respect, support and 

collaboration. There are plenty of reasons to finally implement the Treaty provision 

allowing for basing the EP’s right of inquiry on a new and solid legal framework. 

  

Based on the experiences of past committees of inquiry we have strong evidence of 

the limits and inadequacy of the current provisions. Also, as Domenec put it in his 

working document, it is ‘high time to update our institutional framework’.   

  

I believe that our rapporteur is right in pointing out the difficulties related to the 

special legislative procedure involved. There is a lack of routine and established 

practice with regard to political exchanges between the institutions on legislative files 

in those instances where the ordinary legislative procedure does not apply. The 

persisting impasse can only be solved by strong political will and sincere cooperation 

and this is exactly what we are expecting from the Commission and the Council. 

  

The Commission has stated repeatedly their willingness to facilitate the political 

process, now it is time to make good on these promises. It is clear that Parliament 

stands ready to reach out to both the Commission and the Council and hold political 

negotiations. 
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I also believe that it is important for the Parliament to be more assertive and defend 

the Parliament’s point of view. I welcome the formal letter to the Council refuting the 

arguments brought forward by the Council legal service. 

  

As the right of inquiry is linked to the implementation of Union acts, I support 

reaching out to national parliaments and I am glad that the rapporteur has proposed 

to do just that. 

  

I also support the proposal to set up a comprehensive communication strategy. I 

believe the public could be our ally in this quest to update the EP’s right of inquiry. 

  

There are high expectations for the Conference on the future of Europe and many 

issues for discussion. I believe that it is worth attempting to address the topic of the 

Right of Inquiry in the Conference on the Future of Europe with the aim to facilitate 

the decision-making under the special legislative procedure foreseen under Art.226 

for the Right of Inquiry. Right of inquiry is about protecting the citizens rights.  

 

I wish Domenec all the best for his work and can assure him that the EPP group 

supports him in his mission to achieve a strong right of inquiry for the European 

Parliament. 

 


