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In spite of euroskeptical leaders’ narrative, public opinion polls show attachment of 

citizens to Europe. This attachment is often stronger than to national institutions and 

politics.  

Recent coronavirus related crisis made it clear that there is a lack of Europe’s 

presence and responses in areas of crucial importance for people’s life.  

I believe that we should not wait for the normal times to engage with citizens in 

identifying these blank spots together. The time for the Conference on the future of 

Europe is now. In particular, if we want to strengthen trust in and credibility of 

Europe, the time is now.  

I hope you would agree with me that European citizens cannot be just offered to 

listen to what we politicians and institutions have to say. Europe is a living organism, 

agile and adaptable, responsive not only to big events from time to time. It is a part 

of people’s day-by-day struggles. 

Europe is a natural part of people’s life. It is their Europe. 



We as parliamentarians are deeply rooted in our localities and have unique 

possibility to be drivers for continues dialogue on Europe in our communities. It 

would be good if with this Conference we could start a truly civic Europe.  

Our treaties have been written in very different times, also when looked at from the 

point of view of civic engagement. Over the last decade, the world has dramatically 

changed. Europe as well. We can and we must make it better fit for the future. That 

is why the challenge for this Conference is not about adding climate neutrality or 

digitalization goal to our policies. The challenge is deeper. Renewed commitment to 

European values is needed. Civic Europe can strengthen its resilience. The 

Conference can be a vehicle for establishing a European agora for a sustained 

dialogue about citizens’ life in Europe.  

Regarding the interinstitutional Agreement on a Mandatory Transparency Register, 

let me say that one of the important files for the AFCO committee, which is expected 

to be finalised during the German Presidency, is the Interinstitutional Agreement on 

the Transparency Register. One of the main requirements of the Parliament has 

been the meaningful participation of the Council. 

I am glad to see the improvements made by the Council in the last years whereby a 

significant majority of Member States were prepared to sign a voluntary political 

declaration alongside the IIA. Romania, Finland and Croatia have already applied 

the “No registration no meeting” principle, and continue to apply it. The same is true 

for your presidency, the future Portuguese presidency, leading to an unbroken 

sequence of 5 presidencies applying the principle, and thus creating a new culture 

within the Council. 

I am also glad to see that some Member States are applying the principle beyond the 

Commission proposal, notably by publishing the meetings and continuing after the 

presidency to do so. 

Achieving a mandatory Register would represent the most significant improvement to 

the Transparency Register since its launch in 2011. Applying the principles of the 

Register to all three institutions would send a strong message to European citizens 

about the high levels of accountability of the shared institutions 

However, this is not possible without the meaningful participation of the Council. 


