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Presentation of the programme of the Romanian EU Council Presidency

Following a well-established tradition, at the beginning of each EU Council
Presidency, a presentation of the programme of Presidency takes place. The
Committee will hear from George Ciamba, Romanian minister delegate for
European Affairs, who will present the priorities of the Romanian Presidency
in the domain of competences of AFCO. A debate will follow.

In depth analysis: ‘The EU framework for enforcing the respect of the
Rule of law and Union’s fundamental principles and values’

Presentation of the in-depth analysis commissioned by the Policy Department on
Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional Affairs

AFCO requested this study in order to look more closely into the instruments
that the EU has at its disposal to uphold the EU’s founding principles and
values set out in Article 2 TEU, in particular the rule of law. The study delves
into the concept of rule of law, examines the key instruments at hand and
describes how these instruments have been used in the recent cases in
Poland and Hungary.

This presentation will be given by the authors of this in-depth analysis, two
constitutional law professors, Professor Diego LOPEZ GARRIDO from
Universidad de Castilla — La Mancha, and Professor Antonio LOPEZ CASTILLO
from Universidad Autonoma de Madrid.
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INTRODUCTORY WORDS BY THE
CHAIR

Dear Readers,

| am very happy to present the 67th issue
of the AFCO Newsletter, a tool prepared by
the Secretariat to keep you informed of
AFCO activities and to increase awareness
of the current institutional challenges
facing the European Union.

At the opening of the meeting, as usual, |
will make a brief description of the state of
play of the negotiations on Brexit, on
which, some hours later, there will be an
important vote in the House of Commons.
Hopefully we will have some more clarity
on the next steps after that vote

This will be followed by the traditional
presentation by the incoming presidency
of its priorities for its semester of activities.
This time, George Ciamba, Romanian
Minister-delegate for European Affairs will
present the Romanian Presidency’s
programme.

We will then hear a presentation analysing
‘The EU framework for enforcing the
respect of the Rule of law and the Union's
fundamental principles and values’ by its
authors, Professor Lopez Garrido and
Professor Lopez Castillo.
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**% Voting time ***

Protection of personal data in the context of elections to the
European Parliament

Vote on the provisional agreement resulting from interinstitutional
negotiations (Rule 69f(4))
Rapporteur: Mercedes Bresso (S&D) and Rainer Wieland (PPE)

AFCO will vote on the provisional agreement reached, on 16 January, at
interinstitutional level on the Commission proposal on the protection of
personal data in the context of elections to the European Parliament,
which amends Regulation 1141/2014 on the statute and funding of
European political parties and foundations. This modification is aimed at
protecting the European electoral process from online campaigns of
disinformation based on misuse of voters' personal data like those which
allegedly have taken place recently in other electoral contexts.

The Committee of Permanent Representatives of the Council endorsed
this agreement last Friday 25 January.

Subject File

Implementation of the legal provisions and the Joint Statement
ensuring parliamentary scrutiny over decentralised agencies

Rapporteur: Gyérgy Schopflin (PPE)
Adoption of draft report

Today, there will be the vote on this draft report, after its presentation on 6
December, and the consideration of the 32 amendments on 22 January. A
meeting of shadow rapporteurs took place on 23 January, for which also
the rapporteurs for opinion were invited. 16 compromise amendments
have been prepared by the rapporteur, which also take account of the
opinions of the opinion-giving committees.

During the meeting, we will also have the
vote on three items. A vote on the
provisional agreement resulting from
interinstitutional negotiations on the
protection of personal data in the context
of the elections to the EP (modification of
Regulation No 1141/2014). A vote on the
report on the Implementation of the legal
provisions and the Joint Statement
ensuring parliamentary scrutiny of
decentralised agencies. Finally, a vote on
a motion for a resolution regarding the
Parliament’s right of inquiry.

Prof. Dr. Danuta Maria HUBNER, Chair

MEETING LANGUAGES AVAILABLE

FR, DE, IT, NL, EN, DA, EL, ES, PT, SV, CS,
PL, RO

MEETING DOCUMENTS

In light of the European Parliament's
paperless project, please bear in mind
that only a very limited number of paper
dossiers will be available in the meeting
room. Instead, meeting documents will be
made available on the following public
and EP internal websites.

MEETING DATE AND VENUE
Tuesday 29 January 2019, 9.00 — 12.30

Room: Jozsef Antall (6Q2) (Brussels)

NEXT MEETING

Wednesday 20 February 2019, 9.00 —
12.30 and 14.30 - 18.30 (Brussels)
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https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0336(COD)&l=en
http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/archives/201512/AFCO
http://www.emeeting.ep.parl.union.eu/committee/

The Conference of Presidents authorised the drafting of this
implementation reporton 31 May 2018. The report examines and evaluates
how the institutional mechanisms ensuring democratic control over
decentralised agencies have been implemented and suggests
improvements in order to reach a more coherent, efficient and
transparent institutional set up for the parliamentary scrutiny over the
activity of the agencies. BUDG, CONT, ECON, ENVI and LIBE have given an
opinion under Rule 53+.

In preparation of this implementation report, the rapporteur has collected
information and has relied on several sources of information, in
particular technical meetings with the Commission and the EU Agencies
Network, a study by Prof. Ellen Vos, entitled ‘EU agencies, Common
Approach and Parliamentary Scrutiny’, presented in the Committee on
Constitutional Affairs on 27 November 2018, replies to a questionnaire sent
to committees’ secretariats for the purpose of drafting this report, an
exchange of views with the Commission and three committees for opinion
(BUDG, ECON, ENVI) during the meeting of the Committee on
Constitutional Affairs of 22 October, a fact-finding mission to the
Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA) in Vienna, and a fact-finding mission to
the European Agency for Law Enforcement Training (CEPOL) in Budapest
and to the European GNSS Agency (GSA) in Prague.

Subject file

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament on the detailed
provisions governing the exercise of the European Parliament's right
of inquiry replacing the Decision of the European Parliament, the
Council and the Commission of 19 April 1995 (95/167/EC, Euratom,
ECSQ)

Rapporteur: Ramon Jduregui Atondo (S&D)
Consideration and adoption of motion for a resolution

AFCO will discuss and adopt a draft Motion for a resolution (Rule 123 (2)),
presented by its Rapporteur Jauregui on the legislative file concerning a
new legal framework for the EP's committees Right of Inquiries, accordingly
the Article 226 of the TFEU. This Motion for a resolution, which intends to
wind up the debate in Plenary (probably in February), concerns the current
deadlock on the Negotiations with the Council and the Commission.

FURTHER INFORMATION

. AFCO website

y @EPInstitutional

CONTACT THE EDITOR

European Parliament,

Directorate General for Internal Policies of
the Union,

Secretariat of the Committee on
Constitutional Affairs

+3222843676

0 AFCO mailbox

LEGAL DISCLAIMER

The items contained herein are drafted by
the Secretariat of the Committee on
Constitutional Affairs and are provided for
general information purposes only. The
opinions expressed in this document are
the sole responsibility of the author(s) and
do not necessarily represent the official
position of the European Parliament. The
AFCO Newsletter may contain links to
websites that are created and maintained
by other organisations. The AFCO
Secretariat does not necessarily endorse
the views expressed on these websites.
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https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/2114(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/afco/home.html
mailto:afco-secretariat@ep.europa.eu

AFCO expresses its deepest disagreement with the attitude of the two
Institutions, which continue to prevent a formal meeting, to discuss at
political level possible solutions, from taking place. Moreover, the draft
Motion for a resolution is proposing several specific measures,
political/institutional and even legal actions, in order to express discontent
with this situation. Finally, also it wish to influence future developments
asking to the political parties to show in their election programmes for the
European Elections in May 2019, their commitment to the proposal of the
European Parliament on a new and updated EP right of inquiry regulation,
and inviting the different Spitzenkandidaten to provide their public
political support to this goal.

Subject file

*** End of vote ***
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P7-TA-2014-0429&language=EN&ring=A7-2011-0352

