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The beginning of 2015 has brought dramatic events in France. Also in Eastern 
Ukraine we see an upsurge in fighting. Europe will need to respond during your 
presidency to those and other challenges, offering our citizens more freedom 
through better security. 
 
The Latvian presidency promises to be a challenging one, yet I am convinced it will 
be a fruitful time for the Union. While listening to your programme, I was happy to 
hear that your Presidency will focus on a better exploitation of existing mechanisms 
and procedures and at ways of improving them. This approach needs to be praised 
and encouraged. I see also a chance that in the coming months we will witness more 
cooperation between European institutions leading to a better functioning of the 
Union. So yes, we look forward to a fruitful inter-institutional dialogue and joint 
action.  
 
I personally hope that you will manage to increase the appetite of member states for 
serious steps forward on euro zone economic governance. I hope to have a 
constructive debate on closer coordination of economic policies in the EMU in early 
2015. I hope to see commitments to the streamlining of existing procedures within 
the European Semester and increasing the involvement of national parliaments in 
the process. I hope to see the strengthening of national ownership of structural 
reforms. 
 
You promise to put the spotlight on labour market issues. We need more investment 
in the employability of female workers and young people, especially in the context 
of emerging technologies and new sectors, where growth will take place. This should 
stand out as a priority. 
 
The first half of 2015 will also be a challenging one for TTIP. The Commission just 
released the results of its public consultation on ISDS, with an overtly negative 
sentiment on its inclusion in the negotiated agreement. We will need to work 
together, all three institutions, to have an ISDS that would at the end of the day 
attract much needed investment to Europe. I know there are many more challenges 
on your table. I wish you a fruitful Presidency.  


