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Dear Readers,  

 

I am very happy to present the 55th issue 

of the AFCO Newsletter, a tool prepared 

by the Secretariat to keep you informed of 

AFCO activities and to increase awareness 

of the current institutional challenges 

facing the European Union.   

 

The Committee meeting on 2 July will 

begin with an exchange of views on Brexit 

preparedness with Pascal Leardini, the 

Director of Institutional and 

Administrative Policies and Head of the 

Brexit Preparedness Group at the 

European Commission. After this, we will 

hold an exchange of views on the state of 

play of Brexit negotiations with the 

participation of Guy Verhofstadt, 

Parliament’s Brexit Coordinator.  

 

We will then proceed to vote on the 

adoption of a recommendation on the 

draft of the Council decision to amend the 

Act concerning the election of MEPs by 

direct universal suffrage. Finally, we will 

end by voting on the adoption of the AFCO 

opinion on the 2019 general budget of the 

European Union.  

 

Prof. Dr. Danuta Maria HÜBNER,  
Chair 

 

The withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European Union 

 

Exchange of views  
 
The United Kingdom is due to leave the EU on 29 March 2019. To understand 
how this will affect the functioning of the Union’s own legal and institutional 
order after withdrawal, our meeting this week will start with an exchange of 
views on Brexit preparedness with Pascal Leardini, Director of Institutional and 
Administrative Policies and Head of the Brexit Preparedness Group at the 
European Commission. Among other things, MEPs will be discussing the 
progress of efforts by the Commission to ensure readiness within the EU and 
the Member States for all possible outcomes of its negotiations with the UK.  
 
Following this, AFCO will hold an exchange of views on the state of play of 
withdrawal negotiations with Guy Verhofstadt, Brexit Coordinator for the 
European Parliament, and Danuta Maria Hübner, AFCO Chair and Member of 
Parliament’s Brexit Steering Group. 
 
In recent weeks, the EU and UK negotiating teams have agreed additional parts 
of the withdrawal agreement but important issues, including governance of 
the agreement and the border between Ireland and Northern Ireland, remain 
unresolved. With the United Kingdom’s date of withdrawal fast approaching, 
AFCO will be paying close attention to these issues over the coming months.  
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*** Voting time *** 
 

The reform of the electoral law of the European Union 

 
 
Consideration and adoption of draft recommendation 
Co- rapporteurs: Danuta Maria Hübner (EPP) and Jo Leinen (S&D)
 
On 2 July 2018, we will vote on the adoption of a draft recommendation on the 
draft Decision of the Council to amend the Act concerning the election of MEPs 
by direct universal suffrage. This follows a proposal adopted by Parliament in 
November 2015 to reform the electoral law of the Union and almost three 
years of intensive negotiations with the Council.  
 
The deadline for amendments was 25 June at 17:00 and the Committee 
received four amendments within this timeframe. Three of the amendments 
aim to reverse the recommendation of the rapporteurs to give Parliament’s 
consent to the draft Council decision amending the Electoral Act. The fourth 
amendment was deemed inadmissible.  
 

General budget of the EU for the financial year 2019  

 
Consideration and adoption of budget amendments and of draft opinion 
Rapporteur for the opinion: Danuta Maria Hübner (EPP) 
 
Finally, MEPs will vote on the adoption of the AFCO opinion on the 2019 
general budget of the European Union - both the opinion to the resolution of 
the committee on Budgets and the budgetary amendments. 
 
The Committee received four amendments to the draft opinion and five 
budgetary amendments in addition to the ten budgetary amendments 
proposed by the Rapporteur. The deadline for amendments was 22 June. 
 

*** End of vote *** 

*** End of vote *** 

MEETING LANGUAGES AVAILABLE 
FR, DE, IT, NL, EN, DA, ES, PT, SV, PL, RO 
 

 
MEETING DOCUMENTS 

In light of the European Parliament's 

paperless project, please bear in mind 

that only a very limited number of paper 

dossiers will be available in the meeting 

room. Instead, meeting documents will 

be made available on the following 

public and EP internal websites. 

 

MEETING DATE AND VENUE 

2 July 2018,  
18.00 – 19.30 Extraordinary meeting  
 
Room: Louise Weiss (N1.3), Strasbourg 
 
Here is the link to the latest 

committee draft agenda. 

NEXT MEETING 

Wednesday, 11 July 2018 
9.00 12.30 and 15.00 18.30  
(Brussels) 
 

 
FURTHER INFORMATION 
 

 
AFCO website 

 
@EPInstitutional 

 

CONTACT THE EDITOR 

 
European Parliament,  
Directorate General for Internal Policies 
of the Union, 
Secretariat of the Committee on  
Constitutional Affairs 
 

 
+ 32 2 28 43676 

 
AFCO mailbox 

 

   

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2015/0907(APP)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2018/2046(BUD)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2018/2046(BUD)
http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/archives/201512/AFCO
http://www.emeeting.ep.parl.union.eu/committee/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/afco/draft-agendas.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/afco/draft-agendas.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/afco/home.html
mailto:afco-secretariat@ep.europa.eu
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     LEGAL DISCLAIMER 
 
The items contained herein are drafted 
by the Secretariat of the Committee on 
Constitutional Affairs and are provided 
for general information purposes only. 
The opinions expressed in this 
document are the sole responsibility of 
the author(s) and do not necessarily 
represent the official position of the 
European Parliament. The AFCO 
Newsletter may contain links to 
websites that are created and 
maintained by other organisations. The 
AFCO Secretariat does not necessarily 
endorse the views expressed on these 
websites 

 


