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25 years ago Jacques Delors expressed his conviction that for Europe to succeed 

we have to give her a breath of air, a soul, spirituality and meaning. For this 

intellectual and spiritual debate is needed and that is why I invite churches to 

participate - said Jacques Delors 25 years ago.  

 

These words could be said today - Europe needs moral support, commitment to 

values, closer ties with citizens. 

 

Europe has always been about change. A call for change and an expectation of 

change can be heard and sensed across Europe today. 

 

The need for change in Europe has been always demanded by the reality around us. 

All new steps made Europe different but always faithful to its values, which inspired 

the fathers at the beginning. And remained cast in stone. This is under risk today. 

And when values are lost, we are lost, too. 

 

Changes in Europe’s architecture, governance, policies responding to demands 

coming from citizens’ needs, global shifts, and efficiency requests used to come 

through small steps but also through joint grand decisions preceded by reflection, 

vision, road map. This time we need fundamental reflection as Europe lives 

exceptionally trying times.  

 

Across Europe we are discussing nationalism, xenophobia, jingoism, populism, how 

they undermine democracy in and legitimacy of Europe but also how a dysfunctional 

democracy, both at national and European levels, facilitates those bad currents in 

our life. We see member states where governments practice democracy bending the 

rule of law. We see democratic regression and ethnic and cultural identity tensions. 

We see that building democratic institutions and having free elections is not enough 

to ensure that democracy works when there is a lack of political democratic culture. 

 

In many places in Europe, we continue demonstrating insufficient tolerance of the 

other, aggravating already serious risks of the collapse of long treasured ideals, we 
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see cares of a rather disgraceful way of doing politics, and we see helplessness and 

anger of citizens. Skilful politicians, not only those labelled populists, build on it anti-

European feelings and turn people against Europe. 

 

For the first time in the history of European integration, there is a risk that political 

demands inspired by nationalism can take Europe backward. 

 

If you ask about the major threat to the future of Europe, I would say nationalism.  

 

When integrating Europe had emerged from the ashes of WW II, it replaced 

nationalistic impulses with feelings of European universalism. But then we somehow 

missed this moment when the initial legitimation became irrelevant for new 

generations, unfortunately also for new generation of European and national leaders. 

 

Despite the “Brexit unity” Europe lacks political cohesion. There are political leaders 

in Europe that want to turn back integration clock. But fortunately Europe is also a 

Europe of citizens. Actually, Europe has always been of citizens and for citizens and 

today we see growing support for European integration coming from citizens. 

 

Citizens are different today than sixty or even ten years ago. We must therefore 

reach out to different ways and means to win public support for Europe but also for 

globalization. For this to become a reality, we must rebuild confidence capital and 

solidarity capital. These two European fundamentals have been largely lost.  

 

I come from this part of Europe where people rejected, through a huge effort, the 

reality without democracy and freedom and decided through referenda to become 

part of a common political Europe. So I can tell you that it can be done. 

 

Of course Europe has never been perfect. Many mistakes have been done. Their list 

is rather long. But it is also clear that these collective mistakes require today a 

collective action.  

 

Fortunately, Europe has strong foundation to rebuild unity. It is our culture, it is our 

science, it is the rule of law, democracy, all values which we share. We need 

solidarity and ethics.  

 

Let me conclude on one specific issue. Union today is both states and citizens who 

govern together but not as one. 

 

What Brexit as a momentum for reforms teaches us? It seems to tell us that euro 

zone will become the EU. So focusing on euro zone reforms makes political sense.  

 

The state of affairs outside the euro zone after Brexit will be very different from the 

current one. Political weight will shift to the euro zone. As euro zone will continue to 
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deepen and strengthen its governance and functioning, most likely finding also a way 

to strengthen its democratic legitimacy, the integration gap will grow. There will be a 

need to ensure the integrity of the internal market, so safeguards will be needed, 

most likely under the European Commission responsibility. 

 

 


